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HIGHLIGHTS THIS MONTH!

JANUARY 3RD AND 10 TH

We welcome Pastor Dan back! On the 3rd, Pastor Dan will preside, and Pastor LaVinnia will preach.
On the 10t, their roles are reversed, and Pastor Dan will preach and Pastor LaVinnia will preside.
.Alsoonthe10",f ol | owing the 10: 30 Service, wedll have a 0

We & | | celebrate with a good Lutheran potluck |l unch i

JANUARY 6 ™ § THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
AND THE RETURN OF WE DNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVI TIES AFTER THE
CHRISTMAS BREAK!'!

We 6| | be back to our Wednesday Evening Schedul e! Wa
Bible Classes.

JANUARY 24 TH

As we say farewell to Pastor LaVinnia. More details to come in the Sunday announcements.

LOOKING AHEAD TO FEB RUARY 7 T
"SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY!"

February 7 t is the date for Super Bowl 44. 1t  's also the day our youth will help the hungry with
their "Souper Bowl of Caring " Food Drive.

A complete Monthly Calendar is on the back cover of this Newsletter!

E-FAITH AT WORK

If you are receiving t his through the mail in a paper format, you could help Faith Lutheran to
save money (as well as paper and trees!) by signing up for the newsletter in electronic format.
Simply send an e -mail to Ben Monroe (benmonroe@sbcglobal.net) to be removed from the pr int
distribution list, and added to the e -mail list.
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WEDNESDAY EVENING ACTIVITIES

Wednesday Evening Activities kicked off in September, and
will continue throughout the year.

5:00 -6:00
6:00-6:30
6:30-7:00
7:00 -8:00

Sonshine Singers (Children's Choir) Grades 2 -6
Dinner

Intergenerational (but kid  -focused) Worship

Education Hour

Explorers : Grades K -6

Confirmation Class: Gra des 7-9 (taught by S arah
Dias and Stephanie Luedtke; gather at 6:30

Worship)

Adult Class (see below)

Handbell Choir Rehearsal

8:00 -9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal

We will now be worshiping on Wednesday evenings all year
Take a few minutes in the middle of the week to let go of the

busy -ness that grabs hold of us at work and

at school, and give

ourselves to God. Our worship will be upbeat and celebratory,
and will involve the leadership of the Confirmation Class. Come
to dinner at 6:00, enjoy worship at 6:30, and stay for class or
rehearsal at 7:00. We can't wait to see you!

ADULT BIBLE STUDY:

Classes resume on January 6 th.,

Take a moment out of your
busy schedule and come to the

Wednesday evening Bible study
at 7PM. Information on the new
Bible Study topics is

forthcoming.

or come when you can.

Come every week

7,
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NEWS FROM THE
STEPHEN MINISTRY

Through the fall, the
Stephen Ministry renew ed our
commitment to the
congregation by recruiting new
ministers and planning for the
upcoming year of Stephen care
for the congregation. Pastor
LaVinnia has been very
supportive of our ministry and
the Stephen Leaders spent
some time with her recently to
plan our year of care. As a
result of our meeting with
pastor, wedve re
commitment to do what we can
to support the pastoral care
ministry here at Faith.

In our more distant history,
Faith members were involved
in an active home visitation
ministry. Some of those
ministers have moved on and
some are now in need of home
visits themselves. In the past
year, Stephen Ministers have
been supplementing the pastor
with a home visitation
ministry.

Stephen Ministry is
planning a seminar possibly
for late January or early
February in order to introduce
interested members to the idea
of participating in this ministry
(details will be forthcoming)
Please pray for our m inistry
and for the Spirit to plant and
nurture an interest in this
ministry in the hearts of
members of our congregation.

serve GOD
serve OTHERS

BECOME A STEPHEN MINISTER
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THOUGHTS FROM INTERIM PASTOR
LAVINNIA PIERSON JAN UARY 2010

BEHOLD, | AM MAKING ALL THI NGS NEWe.
REV. 21:5

THE LORD SAYGST REMBEMBERTHE FORM ER THINGS, OR
CONSIDER THE THINGS OF OLD. | AM ABOUT TO DO A NEW THING; N OW IT
SPRINGS FORTH, DO YOU NOT PERCEIVE IT?"

ISAIAH 43:19

Happy New Year 6s and Epiphany Greetings! As of January ¢
is the day we observe the coming of the wise men to Jesus.
mani fest. 6 This i s a t iismd¢imeovhen figatwredksirgoithe darknegss lt is thel tilme
when we are experiencing longer days outside. Itis also a time when we are reminded of the presence of God
who reveals himself to all people in Jesus Christ, who is the light of the world.

It is a new year for us and a new day at Faith Lutheran Church. It is a time of transitions as Pastor Dan
comes back after his lengthy medical leave and | prepare to leave. | will be here through the month of
January to help with the transition. My la st Sunday will be January 24.

With the New Year come New Yearod6s resolutions. It i s a t
will be better than the year before.

I would |ike to suggest some New Yeards resolutions for
1. T ake time to tell someone you care.

2. Take time to tell someone 0l 6m sorry6o. Forgiveness i
you. True reconciliation wil!@ not come unless both pewppbe

3. Take time to tell someone they did a great job, or that you appreciate their talent. We never affirm each
other enough.

4. Take time to be generous, with your time and your money. When everyone gives more, everyone gets
more as well.

5. Take time for some quiet, for prayer and reflection. It will change your life as God changes you from the
inside out.

6. Take time for to be thankful. An attitude of gratitude will make you more joyful.

7. Take time for the faith practices of prayer , study, worship, encouragement, service to others, giving, and
sharing your faith. These are the faith practices we focused on all fall.

May you experience Light this Epiphany season as the True Light of the world makes himself known in
your life. May you experience joyful transitions here in your life of faith at Faith Lutheran Church.

Peace and Joy,

Interim Pastor LaVinnia Pierson
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FROM PASTOR DAN SEVE RSON

Dear Friends,

As you might imagine, | have had a lot of time to read and reflect during

the time of my rehabilitation. One of the questions that will always be
addressed by theologians, and other writers who offer their perspective on

faith, is the ever present, O0OWhere is God?

guestion is ask ed not only during periods of darkness and suffering, but also
when we become aware of the enormous mystery surrounding the presence
and promises of God.

Biblically, the answer is present in all its clarity at Christmas.

OEmmanuel . 6 God i s e frutkandmetcyialsusChast

Because God in Godds transcendent power an
our reach; Because its not possible for wus
us directly, God has birthed Himself as one of us in Jesus Christ, whose life,
death and resurrection revealed Godo&6s Love
salvation for all of us. Where is God? Dur

presence among us in a manger: as a human being who was born among us
to be our gracious r epresentative before God: as one in whose life is our life,
in whose Love is our well being and in whose future is our future.

However, beyond this basic Gospel message which stands at the heart of
the Christian faith, it is also important to realize that God comes to us in
various and sundry ways to assure us that we are the sheep of His fold and

are never outside the reach of His grace.

hairs of your head are counted. 6 For
healing, the rapy, treatments of various kinds and the miraculous

overcoming of various problems, | am convinced that God has been present

to hear my prayers, He has been present in the prayers of all of you, He has
been present in the healing process and He has been p resent in the caring
treatments of all the physicians. He has been especially present in the care

of my wife Kirsten and the rest of my family.

To me, all of this indicates that God is always close at hand. Anytime we

me pe

have the need to askw? ®Wherrmredead tGodbe att e

people and especially the prayers God hear
are the most direct way Jesus Christ makes Himself present but He is also

present in the grace and mercy we experience in so many ways in everyda y

life.

One day, during my morning walk, | ran into a couple of neighbors who

asked, OWhere have you been?6 | told them
excl ai med, 0God is still here!d Another s a4
replied, OPe&srthaepse Ghd oiugh those who serve

My gratitude goes out to the congregation for all your prayers and
expressions of support. God was present in your ministry to me.

May the Blessings of Christmas be with you all.

Pastor Dan
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WELCOME BACK
PASTOR DAN !

The Board of
Fellowship is sponsoring a
OWelcome Back Potluck
luncheon for Pastor Dan
on Jan. 10, 2010,
following the 10:30
service. Bring your
favorite dish to share with
everybody and join in the
opportunity to welcome
him back.

)
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NOTES FROM THE DI RECTOR OF YOUTH
AND CONTEMPORARY WOR SHIP

JUST A THOUGHTEé

ltds a new year. Youdve probably made some r eso-chid i ons.
youbdre experiencing a sense of peace. Y o u ynuitrg $oinething e | itds
different at church? This can look however you feel it should look. Have you always admired those who

volunteer in the food pantry or with the Childrends minist

on Wednesday evening s for dinner, worship, and education hour or choir rehearsal. Volunteer to serve in

worship in any of a number of different capacities. Or, you can make a change in your personal or devotional

practices. Take home one of the devotional booklets availabl e in the Welcome Center and start practicing
morning devotions. Light a candle at communion or pray aloud during the Prayers of the Church. Listen to

the hymns and praise songs in a new way. Listen to God in a new way. Whatever attention you give to yo ur
participation at Faith is attention you are giving to the moving of the Holy Spirit in your soul. In the still and

darkness of the early winter, take a chance to listen to the still, small voice of your Creator, who is waiting to

interact with youina  new way.

THANK YOU!

The Faith Youtherans thank you for your support of all our endeavors and fundraisers over the past
mont h. The Fashion Follies were a huge success, and a gre
Fundraiser were wonderful oppo  rtunities you took to support the youth and do something enjoyable for
yourself! Special thanks to the adults who helped make our youth activities a success this fall, especially to
Kristen Scott, chair of the Board of Youth, who helped wherever and whene ver she was needed; Diane
Anderson, who envisioned and led the charge in planning the Fashion Follies; Craig Callihan and Paul
Keaton, who chaperoned weekend retreats, and all the parents who drove, baked, and provided for their
chil drends p ayouth activipea at Faghh Happy New Year!

MUSIC MINISTRY

First, many, many thanks to the musicians for their work during the Christmas season. If you haven't,
please thank them for all the time and effort they gave to make our Christmas season beautiful and
meaningful.

In the meantime, there is an excellent little treatise making the rounds in the Hayward schools about the
importance of music to all people, even if the most you do is listen! Or whistle, or dance or just enjoy. We'll
only do a little a tatime:

WHY TEACH MUSIC?
MUSIC IS A SCIENCE.

It is exact, specific; and it demands exact acoustics. A conductor's full score
is a chart, a graph which indicates frequencies, intensities, volume changes,
melody and harmony all at once and ith the most ex act control of time.

MUSIC IS MATHEMATICAL

It is based on the subdivisions of time into fractions which must be done instantaneously, not worked out on
paper.
Page 6
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Not to be presumptuous, | think our founder, Martin Luther, could have written every word of this . He was
a man of many parts --poet, composer --look in the back of your hymnal. There is attribution by Luther to 20
hymns in the LBW (green hymnal).

In the meantime, look for the continuation of this article next month!
Soli Deo Gloria,

Lois and Barney Tiller

GATHERINGS AND GROUP S

THE KRUISERS

On December 13, 20 of the Kruisers enjoyed an evening of caroling - visiting the homes of four of our
members and ending at Baywood where we performed during the resident's dinner hour. We were received
with warm welcomes, fresh baked Christmas cookies and even applause! Thanks to our leader, David Stein
who somehow brings out the best in us! Afterward, we enjoyed dinner and visiting at Don Jose's Restaurant
at the Village. Thank you to everyone who helped make the evening so enjoyable.

Mary Ann Williams is willing to fill in as Chairperson for the Kruisers in 2010, now that we are living full
time in our new home in Manteca - thank you Mary Ann! I know that you will give her all the support and
help as you hav e given me over the past twenty -plus years. | will continue to work with Mary Ann during the
first few months and look forward to our events in the New Year.

We are still in need of a few sign  -ups to host events in 2010. Joan and Russ Penrose will be ho  sting an
evening of bowling and dinner in February, more details forthcoming. We do need some one for the months of
April, June and November. Dave and Jeanette Brinker are planning an outdoor theater night in
September. Let's get our calendar filled - please call Mary Ann or myself if you can host a month.

Again, thank you to everyone for all the support you have given me throughout the years, | have
enjoyed being your chairperson and have made many lifelong friendships along the way which | plan to
continue.

Laneia Bolle, Chairperson
209 -924 -4554

E-mail Matriarchl@aol.com

SARAH CIRCLE - EVENING WOMENS'BIBL E STUDY - JANUARY 11, 2010

Please join the evening Women's Bible Study while we discuss Paul's letters. In January we will be
discussing how "Nothing Can Separate Us" in Romans 8. It will be a lively discussion and we need you to join
us.

The January meeting is Monday, January 11 and will be hosted by Heather Figueroa. Heather's address
is 347 Parrott Street in San Le  andro. If you need directions, please call Heather at (510) 352 -0789.
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REPORT FROM THE BOAR D OF STEWARDSHIP

I't'"s raining and | am sitmbergs he@k 10 plmuaw nigtbs ovear int
resist) from the church budget. It will be January before you read this but right now its mid -
December and we havenot yet had the benefit of an i nc¢
alright financially  in 2009; it looks like we will be able to close the year with all our bills paid,
except that we may owe a small amount to the Synod be
payment of our budgeted amounts every month this year. Our expenses did exceed o ur income last

month, but not by a lot. We cannot stay in a position where our expenses consistently exceed our
income because we have no reserves, but we are generally paying as we go.

And we do have some good news! We h todr dediBatiolm pfr o mi s e
promises ceremony. This was up five from the previous year, even though our membership has
declined. So there are people in the congregation who have taken the time to reflect on what they
can give to further the mission of the church in the community and in their own lives. If you
havendt had the opportunity to fil!]l out your promise
of thinking about what the church means in your life is worth the time it takes; | can assure you
that p rayerful consideration of the financial aspects of our mission will help you s ee where your
priorities are. We wi | | accept your promise cards at any ti me
the sooner you take the time to reflect on the church the soon er you will be able to see if you have
placed the church in its proper priority in your life. There is no right answer to this problem; it is
the thought process that is important. But once you have completed the process, you can simply
place your promis e card in offering plate on any Sunday or mail the card to the church office.

Now, | need to mention one additional problem with finances that we will have to face in 2010.

Because of an increase primarily in pension costs, we will have a nine percent inc rease in payroll
expenses in 2010. This would be a trivial problem if our income greatly exceeded our expenses, but
as | noted in the first paragraph, we are operating

increase we need to make budget adjustmen ts unless giving increases to cover what looks to be a
nine percent gap. The stewardship committee, the executive committee and the council should all

be looking at these issues in January. If you have any thoughts on this matter, please let the
council member s know.

Yours in Christ,

David Newacheck

Chair, Board of Stewardship
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FROM THE BOARD OF FE LLOWSHIP

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP: W E NEED YOUR HELP

The calendar for Sunday Morning Coffee Fellowship Time following the
9:00 a.m. or the 10:30 a.m. worship service from January through June
2010 has many blank spaces on it. If you can help with this there is a
sign -up board inside the Jensen Hall listing the Sundays and all you
need to do is put your name on for any one of the upcoming Sundays. If
you sign up you do not have to make the coffee or the punch ; just bring
what ever snacks you would like to  serve. If you have any questions
please call Mary Vie regge (581-1851). Thank you for your help in this
area.

SUNDAY MORNING COFFE E FELLOWSHIP TIME:

Thanks to the following groups or individuals who have hosted the
coffee fellowship time from October through December 2009 following
either worship service:  Laverne Blaha; the Board of Fellowship; Margaret
Morgan & Jan Paxman, the Board of Christian Education in honor of our
Confirmands; Art & Terry Bouthillier in honor of their 53 rd wedding
anniversary on October 12th; Laurie Appling & Dennis Coulter; Ethel
Morgan; the Board of Fellowship in celebration of Reformation Sunday;
Bonnie Nentwig in celebration of her 70 th Birthday; The Woidtke Family;
Tom & Mary Ann Williams; The Lozano Family in honor of Mathew

becoming an Eagle Scout; Carleen Carey; Laura Norde ndahl ; the Mg
Breakfast Bible Study Group; Laura Seppala (Combes); Sunday School
(childrends Christmas Program); the Suc
Z a c h ar y@isthddy4n December 19 th; the Blaha family in

celebration of LaVerne Blaha's 93  rd Bir thday on December 22 nd; and the

Dias Family in honor of Hannah's baptism on December 27th

FOOD PANTRY REPORT

A big thank you to all those who made the Thanskgiving food packing
a success. We gave out food to 1,028 people. This year through October
we h ave given food to over 9,000 people through our programs on
Wednesday and Thursday nights and we have distributed over 70,000
pounds of food. We could not have done this without the continued
support of church members and other volunteers
who give their t ime, money and donations of
food. Thank you again to all of our volunteers
and we hope you have a joyous holiday season
and a happy New Year.

THANK YOU
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SUBMISSION
GUIDELINES

If you have an
article, notice, or other
item you wish to
submit to Faith at
Work , you may either
leave it in the box
labeled "Faith at Work"
near the copy and
music rooms, or e -mail
it directly (preferred) to
benmonroe@sbcglobal.
net.

If you leave a print
copy in the mail slot,
please leave your name
and preferred contact
method, in c ase a
guestion arises while
transcribing the item.

All items must be
submitted by the third
Wednesday of each
month for inclusion in
the following month's
issue. Iltems which
come in after that date
cannot be guaranteed
to be include d.

Submitted articles
will only be run once,
unless you tell Ben
that you'd like the
same article posted in
subsequent issues.

Note that Ben will
respond to any articles
submitted via e -mail
within 48 hours, letting
you know he's received
it. If you do not get a
response, plea se
resend, or call to check
if it was received at
(510) 895 -8325.
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TREASURER'S REPORT F ROM MAY 2009
THROUGH NOVEM BER 2009

General Funds as of 4/30/09 $1,025

Restricted Funds as of 4/30/09 $196,740
Total of Cash on Hand 4/30/09 $197,765
Income:

General Funds (Undesignated offerings) $188,346

Restricted Funds $53,335

Designated to Boards $17,543 =
Total of Cash received 5/1/09 through 11/30/09 $259,224
Disbursements:

General Funds (Net expenditures) ($188,670)

Designated to Boards ($17,543) *

Restricted Funds ($85,488)
Total of Disbursements 5/1/09 through 11/30/09 ($291,701)
Total of Cash on Hand as of 11/30/09 $165,288
Less Restricted funds as of 11/30/09 ($164,587)
Cash Available for  Current Obligations as of 11/30/09 $701

Statement of Income and Net Expenditures for May through November
2009

Undesignated Offerings (General Fund) $188,346
Net Expenditures (General Fund) ($188,670)
Income over (under) net expenditures ($324)

All bills submitted for May through November have been paid.

Payments for benevolences to the  Synod for May though November were
$14,280.

Virginia Mainer, Treasurer
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:

PHYSICAL HEALTH

Casey Cadinha , Paul Mickle, Rebecca Fain, Lauri Lands, Lynn Hanson, Len Burnand, Steve
Jones, Ralph Steinhaus, Dick Crabe, Roz Glancy, Marvin & Mary Combes, Wanda  Buerstatte,
Virginia Lyster, Clarice Grimstvedt, Donna Lippis, Irene Koupus, Carol  Kyprecos, Myrtice McKinnis
and John Baird.

ALSO:
Ray Abernethy  has been hospitalized near his home and is r esponding. He will not be able to
return home with the boys and they are exploring facilities near them where he can get the 24 -hour
care he needs. Please continue to keep Ray, and also Jonathan and David, in your prayers. If you

would like to send acard  to Ray, you may send it to the Church Office and we will forward them on
to Ray.

Lori Nelson, is out of the hospital and in rehabilitation in Walnut Creek, following surgery for a
broken hip. It would be best to send cards to her home. Her son says that vi sits would be good for
her. For more information, please contact the Church Office.

Trudy Lyerly, alongtime member of our Church. She is now is in Hayward Convalescent
Hospital (1832 B St., Hay. 94541). Her Rm. # is 30A and phone # is: (510) 538 -3866.

Joh n Moreau, who underwent outpatient surgery this past week.

Joan Bonetti and Lisa Martins, friend s of Carleen Cary. Joan recently underwent surgery and
Lisa will be having surgery.

Michelle Corbett,  who is hospitalized with a recurrence of cancer. She is a good friend of Dave &
Dotti Newacheck.

Connie Telles  who is recovering from breast cancer surgery.

Bob Bardenhagen |, father -in-l aw of Wayne & Susan Nelsonds daught e
heart condition.

Don & Evelyn Zoeller , parents of Diane Tiller.

Karla Malmin, friend of Anne Jensen and the Woidtke Family.

June Murphy , mother of Laura Suchanek.

Our sympathy to the family of Ruby Pap pas who died on Christmas Day. A memorial service will

be held on Jan 2 at Holy Cross Episcopal Churc h.

UNDERGOING TRANSITIO N

Michael Merriam
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WE PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY, AND THEIR FAMILIES

Tipper, Sean Tipper,

Nathan Adams, Josh Ashford,

BJ Vallett.

Steve Burnand , Rev. Chri s Conklin , Rick Cornthwaite, Michael
DiBona, Brent & Leah Hannaford , Nathanael Higgins, Zach Porter, Kevin Stein, Jason Talbot, Kevin

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES & ETC.

JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS

NGO r W

©

. Thomas Lorentzen

Steve Hertzog
Kaitlin Suchanek
Susan Crabe
Nora Carter
Nancy Jacobson
Steven Zaballos
Charlett Jensen

10.
12.
14.
17.

18.
20.

21.

Ken McCarthy
Lynn Scheld
Gabrielle Burnand
Robin Hayman
Dorothea Newacheck
Stephen Nepodal
Lillian Wright
Steve Jacobson
Jennifer Holfelder
Virginia Mainer
Edwin Norlund
Peter Sincerny
ChristineAnderson

JANUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARI

Heather Hollfelder
Richard Knudson
Susan Shaffer
Jacob Johnston
Daniel Keaton
Susan Nepodal
Phyllis Hagen
Shirley Sell
George Granger, Jr.
Candice Lozano
Sarah Althoff

22.

24,
26.

27.

30.

ES

Barney & Lois Tiller

1-30-65

ATTENDANCE FIGURES

November 22

November 26*

November 29

December 6

December 13

* Thanksgiving Day Worship

**Sunday School

9AM

95

85

88

52

10:30AM Total
100 195
68
79 164
72 160
148* * 200

Christmas Program

ALTAR GU ILD FOR DECEMBER

Linda Wollenweber

Ethel Morgan

- Captain

582-6166

538-1130
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PHOTO GALLERIES

COFFEE HOUSE WORSHIP
ON DECEMBER 20 TH

FASHION FOLLIES
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