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OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS

In addition to the regular continuing events, please take note of these special
programs in October.

SUNDAY OCT 4 T™H — RITE OF CONFIRMATION

Rejoice with us on Oct. 4 at the 10:30 service as 8 of our youth claim the Christian faith as their
own. This is an exciting day for these youth, their families and the church. Join us as we celebrate
with them and reaffirm our own baptismal promises.

SUNDAY OCTOBER 25 TH — REFORMATION SUNDAY!

On this day we celebrate the heartof our fai th, that we are justifie
in Jesus Christ. The actual observance of Reformation is on Oct. 31, the day we
commemorate Mar t i n Lut her ' s 95theses,iwhigh kicked bffitke beginning of
the Lutheran Church and the Protestant Reformation. Come celebrate with us on this special
observance of the Reformation. Great music and a great message that day at both services! Wear
red to help us celebrate!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25T — COFFEE HOUSE WORSHIP

AN INTERACTIVE
WORSHIP EXPERIENCE

=)

Join us at 5:00 p.m. for worship and a cup of coffee in a casual
environment, with interactive prayer stations, genuine conversation, and

‘ .
§ upbeat music.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST — ALL SAINTS SUNDAY

On this day we remember especially all those who have gone to the Church triumphant during
the past year, since All Saints Day 2008.

If you have someone you wish to have remembered in the prayers that day, please turn in the
name(s) to the Church Office by Monday, October 26, at the latest.

FINALLY -THE “ ECHWANGE"”

Daylight Savings Time ends at 2AM on Sunday, November 1st. Here's your chance to get back
that hour you lost last spring.

A complete Monthly Calendar is on the back cover of this Newsletter!
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WEDNESDAY EVENING ACTIVITIES

Wednesday Evening Activities kicked off in September, and will continue throughout the year.

As school begins, we would like to invite you to join us for the Wednesday Evening Activities. The
schedule is:

5:00-6:00 Sonshine Singers (Children's Choir) Grades 2-6
6:00-6:30 Dinner
6:30-7:00 Intergenerational (but kid-focused) Worship

7:00-8:00 Education Hour
Explorers: Grades K-6
Confirmation Class: Grages 7-9 (taught by Sarah Dias and
Stephanie Luedtke; gather at 6:30 Worship)
Adult Class (see below)
Handbell Choir Rehearsal

8:00-9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal

We will now be worshiping on Wednesday evenings all year, not just during Lent, so we can take
a few minutes in the middle of the week to let go of the busy-ness that grabs hold of us at work and
at school, and to give ourselves to God. Our worship will be upbeat and celebratory, and will involve
the leadership of the Confirmation Class. Come to dinner at 6:00, enjoy worship at 6:30, and stay
for class or rehearsal at 7:00. We can't wait to see you!

ADULT BIBLE STUDY:

The Psalms: Poems, Prayers and Promises

During the Wednesday evening Adult Class time, Pastor LaVinnia will be leading a discussion on
the Psalms. They have been described as the "prayer book of the Church". They are exquisite pieces
of poetry that speak to the human heart, and express our deepest emotions. They contain promises
of God that give comfort in our pain, express our deepest joy, and clarify the wisdom of the ages. We
will discuss the types of Psalms, explore several psalms in depth, and share our favorite Psalms.
Come every week or come when you can.

SONSHINE SINGERS

Children in 2nd through 6th grades are encouraged to attend rehearsals for the new Choir
season. We have a fun year planned: rehearsing, learning new hymns, playing games, learning to
read music, and lifting our voices in praise of God on the 4th Sunday of each month. If you have
questions, or would like more information, please contact Joan Penrose at (510) 582-0869.
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THOUGHTS FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR
LAVINNIA PIERSON, OCTOBER 2009

CONFIRMATION AND REFORMATION

A PERSON IS JUSTIFIED NOT BY THE WORKS OF THE LAW BUT
THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.

GALATIANS 2:16

FOR IN CHRIST JESUS YOU ARE ALL CHILDREN OF GOD THROUGH
FAITH. AS MANY OF YOU AS WERE BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST HAVE
CLOTHED YOURSELF WITH CHRIST.

GALATIANS 3:26-27

What a joy it is to know we are children of God through baptism and through faith which is a
gift.

Here at Faith Lutheran, the month of October is bookended by Confirmation on the first Sunday
and Reformation on the last Sunday. Both events are an important celebration in our life of faith
together.

The students who are confirming their faith will make the following promises:

f To Ilive among God’'s faithful peopl e,

1T To hear the word of God and share in the |
1 To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

1 To serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

1 And to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

These are promises that their parents made for them in baptism and now that they will affirm as
they confirm their faith. It is not a graduation from church, but a new beginning for a life of faith. It
is helpful for all of wus to reaffirm our bapti smal pr
great love for us.

Paul writes that we are justified by faiththearasd. by
Martin Luther was so overcome with this thought that it sparked a whole reformation of the church.
l't"s not about wus. l't's about what God has done for

On confirmation Sunday I pray you will all reaffirm those promises that you made in baptism.
May you be blessed this month as you live out your baptismal faith, knowing you are saved by
grace through faith, which is a gift.

Blessings and peace,

Interim Pastor LaVinnia Pierson

(Please Note: Interim Pastor LaVinnia Pierson will be out of town for a wedding the weekend
of October 17-19. When she returns, she will be attending the Pastor's conference Oct 19-22. Pastor
Ken Mikulasek will be with us on Oct 18 in her absence.)
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

Stephen Ministry has been a presence in our church
for over a year. We believe the time spent by the
Stephen Ministers has been a blessing to individuals,
to the lay ministers themselves, and to the whole
congregation. In order to continue and expand this
ministry of care, we are beginning another Stephen
Ministry class in January, 2010, which includes 50
hours of caregiving training. It is hoped that those of
you who feel drawn to this will take advantage of this
opportunity to share the love that God has given you.
You will find that being a Stephen Minister will not
only be helpful to others, but it will be one of the most
fulfilling and joyful experiences that you will ever have!

There will be more information made available to you over the next several weeks. In the
meantime, you can speak with any of the Stephen Leaders Carol McCarthy, Paul Keaton and Robert
Pimentel, or the Stephen Ministers: Jean Holien, Tim McCarthy, Elizabeth Petushkov, and Glenda
Sayl or . Pl ease give serious t houghldmggiftk apdrtaents be puto t hi
to good use as a Stephen Minister or Leader?”

SAVE THE DATE!

American Red Cross Blood Drive: Give Blood d The Gift of Life

Hosted by the Faith Lutheran Church Health Ministry

Saturday, November 7, 2009, 8am to 1pm, at Faith Lutheran Church.

Greeters are needed for this event. Please contact Susan Nelson, (510)918-5110 or email at

nelson.susanl@gmail.com.

FOOD PANTRY

We are starting to get ready for our Thanksgiving food baskets, and plan to pack 220 baskets this
year. If anyone is interested in helping with some administrative duties related to the Thanksgiving
food baskets, call Mary at the number bel ow. Wat ch
us fund the Thanksgiving baskets.

During August, we served over 650 people and over 800 in July. Through the Alameda County
Food Bank, we can only pack food for a family once a month so these numbers do not include
people who come on Thursday nights more than once a month to pick up fresh produce, bread and
any other items that we may have available that night.

Our next food stamp enrollment clinic is scheduled for October 1, 2009 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.
If you are interested in being involved in this fulfilling ministry at Faith, please contact Mary
Wildensten at 921-3948 or Teri Donat at 889-0707.
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NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF YOUTH
AND CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

YOUTH EVENTS

Calling all youth in grades 6-12! You are invited to drop in on any and all youth group meetings.
We meet in the Youth Room from 4-6pm every Sunday (unless otherwise noted). Activities we enjoy
together are social (game night, mini golf, etc.), educational (guest speakers and videos), service
(helping older congregation members, food drives), and combinations of the above. We also go to
retreats and conventions, and hold lock-ins. Once a month we lead Coffee House Worship.

Please come by, and bring a friend! Please call or email Stephanie Luedtke with any questions:
stephanieluedtke@yahoo.com or 582-0818 (church office)

October 16 th-18t: High School Retreat at Mt. Cross
October 25, at 5PM  : Coffee House Worship

November 6 th- 8th: Middle School Event in San Jose

WORDS ON WORSHIP

A pastor friend of mine (and a dyed-in-the-wool Southerner) describes the importance of worship
in the |life of the church in this eloquent manner: *“I
description, but accurate nonethel ess! Wo s eshentppl to s wt
who we are.

That's why we focus so much of our ti es,
creating worship experiences that are glorifying to God, and most / \
representative of our community. We present two Sunday worship services, = -2 U .-

which allow our community to come together in obedience and worship to ,)\)lrf;\; l
the One who created, redeems, and sustains us.

This past Spring, we revived the Youth-led Coffee House Worship, an
experiential worship service, that combines both upbeat and contemplative
music with multi-media messages and a variety of prayer stations. Coffee
House Worship takes place once a month, at Spm on Sunday evening.

Now, we are introducing Wednesday Worship: a 30-minute Intergenerational Worship experience
that is geared toward kids and welcoming to all! The best way to teach kids about worship — why
we do it, how we do it, and how it speaks to each of us —is to worship! Our support of this new
ministry is support of our children, and a fulfillment of the promises we made to each of them in
their baptism — to nurture their growth in the Christian faith. Come on Wednesdays for dinner at
6:00 p.m. and Worship at 6:30, then stay for Education Hour or Choirs (Bells at 7:00 and Chancel
Choir at 8:00).

Stephanie Luedtke
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SUBMISSION
GUIDELINES

Faith At Work

If you have an article,
notice, or other item you wish
to submit to Faith at Work ,
you may either leave it in the
box labeled "Faith at Work"
near the copy and music
rooms, or e-mail it directly
(preferred) to
benmonroe@sbcglobal.net.

If you leave a print copy in
the mail slot, please leave
your name and preferred
contact method, in case a
question arises while
transcribing the item.

All items must be
submitted by the third
Wednesday of each month for
inclusion in the following
month's issue. Items which
come in after that date cannot
be guaranteed to be included.

Note that Ben will respond
to any articles submitted via
e-mail within 48 hours,
letting you know he's received
it. If you do not get a
response, please resend, or
call to check if it was received
at (510) 895-8325.

October 1, 2009

REPORT FROM THE BOARD OF
STEWARDSHIP

We have some great news from the Board of Stewardship! We are
finally caught up on all our bills! Every bill has been paid (except for
the final contractor’s payment for
dispute). We have even caught up with our back payments to the
Synod, so we no longer have any outstanding obligation to the Synod.
We were able to accomplish all this because we have had fantastic
support from the various Boards in reducing their expenses. Our
sincere thanks to every Board and Board Chair.

Of course, our spending has been substantially below what was
budgeted and will probably remain at that level in the near future but
it is always nice to
We were able to pay off two of the eight $25,000 notes for the
renovation of the fellowship hall. We had been holding some money
back for the contractor, but when we reevaluated what we believed we
owed, we had enough to pay off two notes. So now our indebtedness
for the fellowship hall is down to $150,000. We have six $25,000 notes
outstanding that we still must pay off, although we have no money to
pay any of these notes now. But |
having to pay off eight notes.

So since ,Iwamtedhto fingd out how much money we need to
collect every week to pay off all our expenses (except for the $150,000
building fund). For this exercise, I wanted our actual expenses and not
our budgeted expenses because we are not spending out full budgeted
amount. The answer, for those who are interested, is roughly $8600.
$8600 per week is $86 per person if our attendance is 100, or $43 per
person if out attendance is 200. This summer our attendance has
been somewhere in between, so the amount needed per attendee is
somewhere between $43 and $86. Of course, it is probably a little less
because some members send us an offering even if they do not attend.
But this goes to illustrate that our expenses continue even when
people are absent, so please try to keep up on your giving even if you
are not able to be with us.

Ne xt mont h | wi || t

figures!

ry to give a

Yours in Christ,

David Newacheck

Chair, Board of Stewardship
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GATHERINGS AND GROUPS

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRY

As autumn is upon us, we think of new beginnings for all of our programs—Sunday school,
various music programs, Scouts—all of the groups that form the life of the church. So many of you
are so active, and now is not the time to give up; to keep Faith alive and well and appealing, we
have to support the programs we already have even more strongly.

Now I have to tell you that I do tire of begging; so I will tell you that we could surely use some
additional bell players, and there are never enough choir members. And I know that I am not
whistling in the wind, because I hear you!

Barney thanks Stephanie for playing for him while we were gone, and didn't we all enjoy the
three Revs! Thanks Stephanie for coordinating their visit with us. And many, many thanks to the
summer soloists: Tyler Crabe, Heather Figueroa, Yvonne Gillan, our singing sisters, Patti Turnage
and Joan Penrose, and Sandra Iglehart, our friend from Tennyson high school. We were all touched
by your talent and gifts.

Come and join us as we glorify God with our music.
Soli Deo Gloria,

Barney and Lois

THE KRUISERS

On October 4th Dave and Jackie Jefferson are hosting our theater event followed by dinner at
China Garden across from Trader Joe's. It is always fun to attend the local theaters and everyone
enjoys the perfformances. We wil |l see *@®musical atahe D&iglésiModrisont ”
Theater (near the Japanese gardens in Hayward) at 2 p.m., and have an early dinner afterwards —
location to be announced. Please contact Jackie or Dave at (510) 581-5336 if you are interested.
The earlier we know how many plan to attend, the earlier we can secure tickets, hopefully getting
better seats, and sitting together. Hope to see you there!

Our next event of the Fall will be a brunch at our new home, to which all of you are invited;
everything will be provided. This will be held on Sunday, October 25th at 1 p.m. The address is:
2431 Belle Glade Lane, Manteca, 95336. It is approximately 45 minutes from Castro Valley.

The most direct route is:

1 Take the 580 to the 205 through Tracy, briefly on highway 5 north, then turn onto the 120
(Yosemite) and exit on Union Street, Manteca.

1 You will go left on Union Street, and continue, passing Lathrop Road. Del Webb will be on
your Left.

1 Enter the Del Webb community, follow the signs to the model homes, turning left on
Daisywood (across from the ball park) and right on Belle Glade Lane.
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We are the third house on the left. A few of our friends at Faith have already made a visit, so
perhaps you will want to carpool. Please RSVP at (209) 924-4554. We are looking forward to seeing
you and showing you our new home. While in the area, you might want to leave time to check out
the new Bass Pro Shop, or the Delicato Winery Nearby.

And we’ve got more events planned! R¥esandJognoPenltozew! i ng
and our annual caroling event in December.

Laneia Bolle, Chairperson

WOMEN" S SARAH BIBIEGITEDY

Pl ease join us for Sarah Circle, a women’'s evening
study is found in the Lutheran Woman magazi ne. Don’' t s u-bascopyiwilbd& N o
available for you. All you need is a Bible.

This year we are studying Paul’'s | etters. Thi s mon
that the world so desperatelwe.neeRlaeuwl Gosds wsr emse ruwcs faufl G
even though all people have wandered away to serve other gods.

When: Monday, October 12 7:30 p.m.
Where: Sue Nepodal's house (18437 Watters Drive, Castr

If you need directions, please call Sue at (510) 538-8070.

LYDIA CIRCLE

Lydia Circle is a women’'s Bibl
meets on the third Tuesday of each month. The group
will focus discussion on a study book, and extra copies
are always available for drop-ins.

Our next meeting will be at the Church at 12:00
noon on Oct. 20th. Bring your own lunch and dessert
and coffee, tea will be served. We will have lunch, social
time and then a Bible Study. All ladies welcome. Our
Chairman is Nancy Hertzog. For more information,
contact Nancy, or Helen Waespi.

We hope to see you there for some great discussion
and fellowship!
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SUNDAY MORNING

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
ESCRIP TIME:

Faith Lutheran Church has now joined e Thanks to the following
groups or individuals who
have hosted the coffee
fellowship time from July
through September 2009
following either worship
service: Laverne Blaha; Lois
Allott and Shirley Sell in
celebration of July 4th;
Christine & Kelly Anderson;
Art & Terry Bouthillier in
celebration of Isabella Zelada
first birthday; Dave & Dotti

eScrip and hundreds of merchant partners have created a system
that rewards customer loyalty by contributing a percentage of
purchases to a nonprofit group. You shop the way you like for
groceries, clothing, etc. All you need to do is register your existing
grocery club cards and if you like, the debit/credit cards that you use
for shopping. When you designate our group ID (500022666) to
receive the contributions, participating merchants will make
contributions to Faith Lutheran Church based on purchases made by
you, just by using the cards you have registered. eScrip will send the
funds to our church on a quarterly basis.

REGISTER FOR ESCRIP TODAY!

Newacheck; the Board of

On your computer, log onto www.escrip.comand go to *“ Si gn Fellowship; Glenda Saylor in
Designate our group, Faith Lutheran Church, Castro Valley to receive memory of Claren
the contributions. Search for our Group ID, which is 500022666. birthday; Bonnie Nentwig;
When the group is identified, select the name and proceed to the next Ron & Joyce Lucchesi in
step. Then enter your name, address information, and email. Register honor of their 40t wedding
your grocery club cards from participating merchants (such as your anniversary; Sheryl Zaballos
Safeway or PW Markets card) — and your debit, ATM, and credit cards if b el elbrar e o e e
you wish. The eScrip website is a secured site protected by Verisign. Hel en Geigey:’ S, b
Please contact Jeanette Brinker at (925) 743-9002 if you have any ) . .
questions or problems with signing up. This is a simple and convenient Kristen Scott in celebration of

her daughter, Ke

way to raise funds for our church. A sample of the participating
merchants and their contribution levels are shown below. (Note: If you
do not have internet access, you can pick up a sign-up form at the
church that can be filled out and mailed into eScrip headquarters.)

E-FAITH AT WORK

Speaking of money in the coffers, if you are receiving this through
the mail in a paper format, you could help Faith Lutheran to save
money (as well as paper and trees!) by signing up for the newsletter in
electronic format. Simply send an e-mail to Ben Monroe
(benmonroe@sbcglobal.net) to be removed from the print distribution
list, and added to the e-mail list.

Additionally, you can access back issues of Faith at Work by going to
our website (www.flccv.org). Click on the "FAW" tab on the right side of
the page to download past issues.

The electronic editions of the newsletter also have a bit more
content, with photos, color, etc.; things we can't do in the print version.

Help Faith Lutheran reduce our paper, stamp and energy
consumption, and enjoy the full-color version of the newsletter at home
on your computer.
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TREASURER'S REPORT FOR MAY 2009
THROUGH AUGUST 2009

General Funds as of 4/30/09 $1,025

Restricted Funds as of 4/30/09 $196,740
Total of Cash on Hand 4/30/09 $197,765
Income:

General Funds (Undesignated offerings) $112,507

Restricted Funds $40,611

Designated to Boards $14,749 =

Total of Cash received 5/1/09 through
8/31/09 $167,867

Disbursements:

General Funds ($111,707)
Designated to Boards ($14,749) =
Restricted Funds ($74,899)

Total of Disbursements 5/1/09 through

8/31/09 ($201,355)
00060668

Total of Cas h on Hand as of 8/31/09 $164,277

Less Restricted funds as of 8/31/09 ($162,452)
000608

Cash Available for Current Expenses as

of 8/31/09 $1,825

Statement of Income and Expense s for May through August 2009

Undesignated Offerings for May through

August $112,507
Net Expenses for May through August ($111,707)
Excess or (Deficit) for May through

August $800

All expenses for May through August have been paid. Payments for benevolences
to the Synod are now up to date. In August two notes were retired leaving a balance
owed of $150,000.

Virginia Mainer, Treasurer
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

PHYSICAL HEALTH

Len Burnand, Steve Jones, Ralph Steinhaus, Dick Crabe, Ray Abernethy, Roz Glancy, Marvin & Mary
Combes, Wanda Buerstatte, Virginia Lyster, Clarice Grimstvedt, Lori Nelson, Donna Lippis, Ruby Pappas,
Shirley Sell, Irene Koupus, Carol Kyprecos, Marian Tilderquist, Mary Martha Smith, Bonnie Adams and John
Baird.

And:

Bob Bardenhagen , father-in-l aw of Wayne & Susan Nelson’'s daughter, Ju

condition.

Lyndsay Brown , who is experiencing complications during her pregnancy with twins. She is a friend of
Stephanie Luedtke.

Patt Kinsel , who is battling melanoma. She is a close friend and neighbor of Marvin & Mary Combes.
Don & Evelyn Zoeller , parents of Diane Tiller.

Karla Malmin, friend of Anne Jensen and the Woidtke Family.

June Murphy , mother of Laura Suchanek.

Rev. Monroe Teachenor, father of Elsa Keaton.

Pastor Dan & Kirsten Severson, as he continues healing.

Steffany Hamilton  , as she continues healing from a broken back.

OUR SYMPATHY

...goes out to Ray Abernethy, following the recent death of his brother, William, in Virginia.

...also, to the family of Don Oakes. He and his family were members here, and he served as Church Council
President. In retirement, he and his wife moved to Sacramento. His Servicewashel d at St . John' s
Church in Sacramento on August 21st.

..andt o Rudy, Jason and Eric Cisneros, and their ofiAumist y and
31st, Pastor LaVinnia officiated at her Service on September 3, at the Church.

WE PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY, AND THEIR FAMILIES:

Nathan Adams, Nathanael Higgins, Josh Ashford, Zach Porter, Steve Burnand, Kevin Stein, Rev. Chris
Conklin, Jason Talbot, Rick Cornthwaite, Kevin Tipper, Michael DiBona, Sean Tipper, Brent & Leia
Hannaford, BJ Vallett.

PASTORAL ACTS

Funeral:

Cathy Cisneros: September 3, 2009
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

12.

Donald Cantrell 14.

Benjamin Thvedt
Kyle Calliahn

Katherine Greenwald 16.
Kathryn Schmid 17.

Mary Wildensten

Linda Wollenweber 21.

Ryan Gauthier

Bent Larsen 22.
Bryan Rose 23.
24.

OCTOBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Erika Arens

Lexie Arens
Virgina Lyster
Margaret Popovits
Dennis Coulter
Natalie Rowe
Carol Tomlin
Lorraine Sandberg
Lyle Fisher
Lawrence Holm
Emma Woidtke

25.
26.

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Robert Lozano
Genevieve Anderson
Anthony Fryer
Lorraine Nelson
Robert Stoffer
Emma Popovits
California Rowe
Grace Owens
Alicia Anderson
Peggy Jones
Bonnie Nentwig

John & Linda Baird

Art & Terry Bouthillier

Don Cantrell & Mary Leathers
Dennis Coulter & Laurie Appling
Thomas & Katherine Bostrom

ATTENDANCE FIGURES

10-10-81
10-12-56
10-22-05
10-29-88
10-30-76

9AM
August 23 66
August 30 69
September 6 68

September 13 92

10:30AM
81
59
63
84

Total

142
128
131
176

ALTAR GUILD FOR OCTOBER

Susan Crabe—Captain 582-2506

Irene Ratti 562-7828

The Rosebuds on the Altar on September 6t were in celebration of the birth of twin
daughters on August 18", to Lori Jensen. Olivia Jensen-Huichan and Mia Jensen-Huichan are
grandnieces of Jim & Jean Holien. Lori and her brother, Ryan, lived with Jim & Jean for a time
as teenagers. Lori was confirmed at Messiah, while Ryan was confirmed here at Faith. The

twins live in Whittier, CA.
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MEETING
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
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