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MISSION STATEMENT  

Faith Lutheran Church is a community of faith centered in the good news of the Go spel of Jesus Christ. 

Our mission is to share the message of God's love with one another , our community, and the world.  
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HIGHLIGHTS THIS MONT H!  

THE SEASON OF ADVENT  

Advent is the four weeks leading up to Christmas, and the coming 

of Christ into our lives.  On each Sunday i n Advent, we light another 

candle on the Advent wreath, signifying candles of: Hope, Peace, Joy 

and Love.  

The traditional color of the season is purple, signifying royalty. 

However, in recent years, blue has come into prominence as a color 

for Advent, symb olizing hope.  

Advent begins on November 29, and continues on December 6 th , 13 th  and 20 th . 

ADVENT SERMON SERIES :   WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR ?  

During Advent Pastor LaVinnia will be focusing on waiting for Jesus.   The preaching texts focus 

on advent themes of J esus second coming, the coming of John the Baptist  and the coming of Jesus 

as a baby.    

 Dec. 6  Guest pastor Carol Been will be with us , while Pastor LaVinnia is away .  

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 TH :  

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRIST MAS PROGRAM  & KRUISERS CAROLING  

Join us at t he 10:30 service as our Sunday school students present their Christmas  Program , 

"Away In A Manger"  with all the enthusiasm and joy that belong to children and youth. The 

Service will include the celebration of Holy Communion.  There will a regular Worship S ervice at 

9AM on this date.  

Caroling: The KRUISERS Annual Christmas Caroling to our shut -ins. More information is in this 

issue of Faith at Work.  

SUNDAY, DEC EMBER 2 0 TH , 5:00 P.M.  COFFEE HOUSE 

WORSHIP  

Coffee House Worship is a unique worship opportunity. Jo in us at 5PM in 

Jensen Hall for wo rship and a cup of coffee in a casual environment, with 

interactive prayer stations, genuine conversation, and upbea t music!  

EVERYONE is WELCOME and INVITED to COFFEE HOUSE WORSHIP! 

Bring a friend!  
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DECEMBER 24 TH , 25 TH  & 27 TH :  

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP AT  FAITH LUTHERAN CHURC H  

December 24 th : Two Services with Carols, 

Candlelight and Communion at 7:00 and 

10:00 p.m.  

7PM ð with the organ, Chancel Choir and 

Hand Bell Choir  

10PM ð music led by the Praise Team  

December 25 th : Christmas  Day Worship  

wi th Communion at 10:00 a.m.  

December 27 th : One Service of "Lessons and Carols Δ at 10:00 a.m.  

with the Celebration of Holy Communion.  

AND, WE ARE AGAIN AD OPTING  

FAMILIES FROM FESCO.  

Fesco adopt a family holiday program -we will help 6 famili es this 

year. Your unwrapped gifts need to be at the church Wednesday, 

December 9th . More information can be found  in this issue of Faith at 

Work . Questions contact Kerri Duggins Rames at 510 418 -2699 . 

MARK YOUR CALENDARé 

December 12 th - Shop at Lighthouse Christian Store, and the youth 

receive 20% of your purchase amount . 

December 15 th - Rigatoniõs night.  Eat at Rigatoniõs that night and 

benefit the Youtherans.  Gift cards will be available to pre -order on 

December 6 th  or by contacting Stephanie Luedtke.  

 

A complete Monthly Calendar is on the back cover of this Newsletter!  

E-FAITH AT WORK  

If you are receiving this  through the mail in a paper format, you could 

help Faith Lutheran to save money (as well as paper and trees!) by signing up 

for the newsletter in electronic format. Simply send an e -mail to Ben Monroe 

(benmonroe@sbcglobal.net) to be removed from the print distribution list, 

and added to the e -mail list.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PASTOR DAN'S 

RETURN  

We are pleased to let you 

know that the doctors have 

given Pastor Dan permission 

to return to his ministry here 

at Faith Lutheran Church  on 

Jan.  3, 2010 .  Details are still 

being worked out for his 

transition back and for the 

timing of the departure of 

Interim Pastor LaVinnia 

Pierson.   We will let you know 

more information in the 

coming weeks in the weekly 

announcements and the next 

Faith At Work.   
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WEDNESDAY EVENING  ACTIVITIES  

Wednesday Evening Activities kicked off in September, and 

will c ontinue throughout the year.  

5:00 -6:00  Sonshine Singers (Children's Choir) Grades 2 -6 

6:00 -6:30  Dinner  

6:30 -7:00  Intergenerational (but kid -focused) Worship  

7:00 -8:00  Education Hour  

Explorers : Grades K -6 

Confirmation Class: Gra des 7-9 (taught by S arah  

Dias  and  

Stephanie Luedtke; gather at 6:30 Worship)  

Adult Class  (see below) 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal  

8:00 -9:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

We will now be worshiping on Wednesday evenings all year . 

Take a few minutes in the middle of the week to let go of the 

busy -ness that grabs hold of us at work and at school, and give 

ourselves to God. Our worship will be upbeat and celebratory, 

and will involve the leadership of the Confirmation Class. Come 

to dinner at 6:00, enjoy worship at 6:30, and stay for class or 

rehear sal at 7:00. We can't wait to see you!  

ADULT BIBLE STUDY:  

Advent Bible Study:  Take a moment out of your busy 

schedule and come to the Wednesday evening  Bible study  at 

7PM.  During the month of December we will be looking at the 

Christmas stories  in the Bib le from Matthew and Luke. Come 

every week or come when you can.    

SONSHINE SINGERS  

Children in 2nd through 6th grades are encouraged to attend 

rehearsals for the new Choir season. We have a fun year 

planned : rehearsing, learning new hymns, playing games, 

learning to read music, and lifting our voices in praise of God on 

the 4th Sunday of each month. If you have questions, or would 

like more information, please contact Joan Penrose  at (510) 

582 -0869.  

  

 

NEWS FROM THE 

STEPHEN MINISTRY  

Fall is the time for the 

Stephen Ministry to renew 

our commitment to the 

congregation by recruiting 

new ministers and planning 

for the upcoming year of 

Stephen care for the 

congregation. Pastor 

LaVinnia is very supportive  of 

our ministry and the Stephen 

Leaders spent some time with 

her recently to plan our year 

of care. As a result of our 

meeting with pastor, weõve 

renewed our commitment to 

do what we can to support 

the pastoral care ministry 

here at Faith.  

In our more di stant 

history, Faith members were 

involved in an active home 

visitation ministry. Some of 

those ministers have moved 

on and some are now in need 

of home visits themselves. In 

the past year, Stephen 

Ministers have been 

supplementing pastor with a 

home visit ation ministry.  

Stephen Ministry is 

planning a seminar possibly 

for late January or early 

February  in order to 

introduce interested members 

to the idea of participating in 

this ministry. Please pray for 

our ministry and for the 

Spirit to plant and nurture an 

interest in this ministry in 

the hearts of members of our 

congregation.  
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THOUGHTS FROM INTERI M PASTOR LAVINNIA PI ERSON 

DECEMBER 2009  

I love Advent.  I love the time of preparation for Christmas.  In our home we look forward to the 

first Sunday of Advent, when we move the Thanksgiving decorations to make room for the Advent 

wreath.  Each night during advent (or at least each night w e are home) we light the candles on the 

advent wreath.  We dim the kitchen lights and eat by candlelight as we consider the coming of 

Jesusõ birth once again.   

And each year I reach for my favorite advent devotional book, Kneeling in Bethlehem  by Ann 

Weems.  Her free verse centers me and reminds me of what is important in this season before 

Christmas.  It is not the rushing or the wrapping or the shopping or the baking, although I enjoy 

that too.  But it is preparing our hearts for Jesus.   

The following i s one of her poems:  

In Search of Our Kneeling Places  

by Ann Weems  

In each heart lies a Bethlehem,  
An inn where we must ultimately answer  

Whether there is room or not.  
When we are Bethlehem -bound  

We experience our own advent in his.  
When we are Bethlehem -bound  

We can no longer look the other way  
Conveniently not seeing stars,  

Not hearing angel voices.  
We can no longer excuse ourselves by busily  

Tending our sheep or our kingdoms.  
 

This Advent letõs go to Bethlehem 
And see this thing that the Lord has made kno wn to us.  

In the midst of the shopping sprees  
Letõs ponder in our hearts the Gift of Gifts. 

Through the tinsel  
Letõs look for the gold of the Christmas star. 

In the excitement and confusion, in the merry chaos,  
Letõs listen for the brush of angel wings. 

This Advent, lets go to Bethlehem  
And find our kneeling places.  

 

May you experience Peace and Joy this Advent season.  

Interim Pastor LaVinnia Pierson  
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A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDING BISHOP MARK HANSEN  

ADVENT 2009  

Sisters and brothers in Christ of the Evangelical  Lutheran Church in America,  I greet you with 

the words of the apostle Paul to the Romans: òTherefore, since we are justifi ed by faith, we have 

peace with God through our Lord  Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this 

grace in which we  standó (Romans 5:1ð2a). 

Where does the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) stand  today? We stand together 

in Godõs grace, but we are not standing still. We proclaim Jesus Christ and are fully engaged in this 

mission by actively caring  for the world that God loves. Godõs mission is serious work that calls for 

serious commitment. We bring all that we are ñespecially our rich diversity,  our shared tradition 

and even our disagreements ñin service of Godõs mission. 

We go forward in this mission trusting tha t òGodõs love has been poured into our hearts through 

the Holy Spirit that has been given to usó (Romans 5:5). Evidence abounds of the Holy Spirit being 

poured out upon us and through us:  

¶ Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Naples, Fla., recently purchased land for  a new ministry 

center. They also convened ELCA partners, seminaries,  synods, and churchwide staff to 

envision together a vibrant, evangelical  and multicultural Lutheran presence in 

southwestern Florida.  

¶ Our new directors of evangelical mission, based in sy nods, are trained  and ready to serve 

ELCA congregations that they might continue to  grow as evangelical centers for mission.  

¶ The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi told Global Mission  colleagues traveling in the 

region that they are ready to deepen thei r  relationship with the ELCA so that together we 

can more generously and  faithfully respond to malaria, HIV and AIDS. Andrea DeGroot -

Nesdahl,  ELCA coordinator for the Lutheran Malaria Initiative, writes, òThe ELCA, 

especially through the Lutheran Malaria I nitiative, will be part of a  movement that 

changes the world. Itõs certainly going to change Malawi.ó 

¶ In summer 2009, 37,000 youth, young adults and adult leaders attended  the ELCA Youth 

Gathering in New Orleans. They spread throughout  the city, wearing or ange t -shirts in a 

witness of service that touched the  hearts of residents and has them talking still.  

¶ ELCA chaplains Michael Lembke, Richard Brunk and Paul Dirksmeyer  bore witness to 

Godõs mercy at Fort Hood, Texas. They ministered to families, friends an d an entire nation 

grieving the tragic shootings at the  nationõs largest military base. 

These are just a few examples. Think of the signs of the Holy Spirit being  poured out in your life 

and in your congregation! Thanks be to God for this  continued outpour ing of the Spirit among us.  

When the ELCA Church Council faced the reality of reduced financial  resources for mission, it 

made a difficult but necessary 10 percent budget  reduction. The decision, however, does not 

diminish our resolve and  commitment to eng age together in Godõs mission for the life of the world. 

We will engage Christõs mission with everyone who stands together in Godõs grace, using the rich 

gifts that the Holy Spirit has poured into our lives:  

¶ Together we will proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord i n worship spaces and  workplaces, in 

online conversations and around kitchen tables.  
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¶ Together we will develop new ministries in every synod in multicultural  communities and 

among people living in deep poverty.  

¶ Together we will raise up and welcome faithful,  wise and courageous  leaders by sustaining 

vital and creative seminaries and campus ministries.  

¶ Together we will send missionaries to accompany new and growing  Lutheran churches 

throughout the world.  

I invite you to deepen this conversation with me in an o nline town hall forum on  Sunday, 

December 6, at 4:30 p.m. (CST); check www.elca.org for more details.  

The apostle Paul wrote that where the Holy Spirit is poured out upon us, hope  abounds and hope 

does not disappoint us (Romans 5:4 ð5). What a wonderful  pro mise this is as we now enter the 

season of Advent! With our hope in Christ,  we face the future together as the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America,  serving the world that God so loves.  

Amen. Come Lord Jesus!  

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson  

Presiding Bishop  

Evan gelical Lutheran Church in America  

Visit http://www.elca.org/faithfulmission for a video message and more.  

NOTES FROM THE DIRECT OR OF YOUTH  

AND CONTEMPORARY WOR SHIP  

YOUTH EVENTS  

Calling all youth in grades 6 -12!  You are invited to drop in on any and all youth group meetings . 

We meet in the Youth Room from 4 -6pm every Sunday (unless otherwise noted). Activities we enjoy 

together are social (game night, mini golf, etc.), educational (guest speakers and videos), service 

(helping older congregation members, f ood drives), and combinations of the above . We also go to 

retreats and conventions, and hold lock -ins. Once a month we lead Coffee House Worship.  

Please come to any and all, and bring a friend!  Please call or email Stephanie Luedtke with any 

questions: stephanieluedtke@yahoo.com or 582 -0818 (church office)  

December 4 th - Fashion Follies - 7:30pm  

December 6 th  ð Fun event TBA!  

Gift card pre -orders for Rigatoniõs Night taken 

December 12 th - Lighthouse Christian Sto re fundraiser (Go shopping!)  

December 13 th - Serving Congregation members (12 -2pm)  

December 15 th - Rigatoniõs Night  

mailto:stephanieluedtke@yahoo.com
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December 20 th  - Coffee House Worship  

December 25 th - Merry Christmas!  

December 27 th - No meeting  

YOUTH NEWS  

é In early November three Youthera ns, Konnor Callihan, Katie Schmid and myself, Emma 

Woidtke, went to a youth retreat in San Jose. The theme for the weekend was òDo. Love. Walk.ó and 

the Bible verse for the weekend was, òHe has shown you what is good; and what does the LORD 

require of you,  but to DO justly, to LOVE mercy, and to WALK humbly with our God.ó Throughout 

the weekend I thought, how could I do this in our community?   

On Friday night, the first night of the retreat, there were tables set up around the foyer just 

outside of the mai n gathering room.  Most of them were for buying merchandise or for a souvenir for 

this memorable weekend. There was one table that had a big sign that said, òCompassionó.  As I 

walked past it, I glanced at the table and saw many pictures of children from a round the world.  

All night I had been wondering what the pictures had been for.  The next day a man named Mike 

came onto the stage. He was a representative from Compassion International.  This amazing 

organization helps children from developing countries w ho canõt afford to pay for school and who 

donõt have enough money to buy food.  He told us remarkable stories about how Compassion had 

changed the lives of many people.  The one thing that really stuck out in my mind was that some 

parents in the world donõt name their children until they are 1 or 2 years old because the 

chances of them dying are  so great . They believe that this will help them not become as 

emotionally attached.  The other main thing that stuck out in my mind is that 18 kids die every 

minute  because of malnutrition.  

What can we do to help ? You can sponsor a child.  For $38 a month, you can save a childõs life.  

What happens is you sign up online and make a monthly pledge.  I know that times are tough but if 

you were to partner with another f amily or some friends you may be able to afford this. In addition 

to the monthly pledge, you have the opportunity to pray, love, and support this child through 

thought, word, and deed.  The thoughts are the prayers that you send to our amazing God.  The 

word is the information that you share with your family and friends and challenge them to do the 

same and the deed is the letters that you write to them, and the children will be more than happy to 

reply.  

We are truly blessed to live the lives we do and I h ope that we can spread the love, hope, and 

compassion that we already share with one another and pass it onto a child in need.  

To sign up and to find out more information please go to www.compassion.com . 

If you parti cipate in this life changing movement, please let Stephanie Luedtke know at 

stephanieluedtke@yahoo.com  

 

In Christ,  

Emma  

 

http://www.compassion.com/
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GATHERINGS AND GROUP S 

THE KRUISERS  

 Thank you to all the Kruisers, 20 in all, who attended our Sunday brunch at our new home in 

Manteca  in October.   We enjoyed having all of you here - it's my way of saying "Thank You" for all of 

your help and support over the past several years.  

 The Kruisers will be caroling on Sunday, December 13.   We will meet at the Church at 4PM to 

carpool and maps will be available along with the music books.   Following the caroling, we will 

enjoy dinner at Don Jose's Restaurant at the Village at 6:30PM.   Dinner will be off of their regular 

menu.   Please let me know one week prior to the event if you plan to attend dinner so I can notify 

the restaurant.   Let's have a good turnout - it is always very enjoyable and very much appreciated 

by those we visit.  

 Also, I want to let you know that our home in CV has been sold this week and we are currently 

in escrow.   We plan to be out on December 1.   Therefore, I feel it would be best for the Kruisers if 

someone in the group would like to accept the position of chairperson for the coming year.   I will be 

taking sign -ups at our caroling dinner for hosting events in  2010 and wil l be more than happy to 

help and work with you in the beginning months.   Please let me know if you are interested.  

 Joan and Russ Penrose have postponed their bowling event until Feb, 2010 rather than having 

it this November.   With Thanksgiving, we felt  th ere was just too much going on and we had two 

events in October.  

 Hoping to see everyone on December 13!  

 Laneia Bolle, Chairperson  

209 -924 -4554  

E-mail   Matriarch1@aol.com  

ESCRIP  UPDATE!  

As of November 18 th , 29 people have enrolled in eScrip for Faith Lutheran Church but we need your 

participation to make this successful.  If you havenõt already done so, sign up online. Itõs quick and easy!  

eScrip works with merchant partners to contribute to groups like o urs each time you shop - at no cost to 

you!  

1.  Go to www.escrip.com  

2.  Click on òsign-upó  

3.  Click on the button for òGroup IDó, and enter 500022666 

4.  Follow the instructions to register your Safeway card or your existing credit/debit cards.  

If you donõt have an email address or computer access you can still participate. Pick up a form located at 

the back of the church to mail in to eScrip headquarters.  

mailto:Matriarch1@aol.com
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REPORT FROM THE BOAR D OF STEWARDSHIP  

By the time you read this, we will have had our Faith Promise  Sunday and wil l consequently 

have encouraged many of you to give prayerful thought to an amount that you can pledge to the 

church for next year.  For those of you who have gone through this pledging process, thank you!  

Your church will be able to use the money to conti nue many successful programs in the 

community.  

For those of you who have not pledged, we will accept pledge cards at any time during the year 

but the sooner we get them the better.  Just drop them in the offering plate on any Sunday.   In the 

previous para graph, I wrote, òFor those of you who have gone through this pledging process, thank 

you!ó  Since I hate wordy writing, I would prefer to have written òThank you to those who pledged!ó  

But I wrote a longer sentence because I wanted to emphasize that pledg ing and giving to God is a 

process; it is not simply filling out and turning in a card.   When we pledge, we prayerfully think 

about what God means in our lives and what we in turn will give back to God.  God gave His Son for 

us, and also gives us everythi ng that we have, including our lives and families.  So when we give 

back to Him, we are following His example, and what better example to follow?  We need to think 

about Godõs grace, and even if we are not in a position to give anything monetarily, we need to do 

what we can to give back to God.  

On another note, thanks to Ron Lucchesi for the beautiful stewardship brochure that you 

received in the mail last month, and thank you to Pastor LaVinnia for her inspiring stewardship 

messages in the brochure and in her stewardship sermons.  

And please remember that the last day to turn in donations and have them reflected on your 

2009 statements is Sunday, January 3.  The checks must be written before January 1, though, or 

they will appear on your 2010 statements.  

Mer ry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

Yours in Christ,  

 

David Newacheck  

Chair, Board of Stewardship  

FINANCIAL INFORMATIO N REGARDING THE SHAR E PROGRAM:  

In July 2009 we received $273.77 for the Food Pantry Fund and $75.03 for the Youth Ministry 

Fund. Thank you to  those who participate in the Share Program.   

OFFERING ENVELOPES F OR 2010:  

Because of the high cost of mailing offering envelopes they will not be mailed out this year.  They 

will be available for pick up after the first Sunday in December.  If you are un able to come to 

church and would like them mailed to you please send us $3.00 to cover the cost of the postage and 

we will mail them to you.  
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OTHER NEWS  

NEW ADDITIONS TO LIB RARY  

 The church library has acquired several new and almost -new books and DVDs.  

The DVDs are:  

Luther  --  the acclaimed movie referred to by Pastor LaVinnia in her Reformation 

Day sermon.  

Bonhoeffer -- the story of the German Lutheran pastor who was martyred during 

WWII for his opposition to the Nazi regime.  

Some of the books are: Life Among the Lutherans  by Garrison Kiellor, Norwegian 

Home Companion  by Red Strangland ("Ole and Lena" humor), Christ in Our Home  and 

Every Day With the Saviour (2 devotional books), and the Sha ck  by William P. Young, the best -selling novel 

which  delves into the difficult theological concept of the Trinity.  

These items are on the top shelf of the book cart in the library, located in the Graydon Room. Watch for 

more new and featured items on this shelf in the weeks to come. And don't forget to look at the books  that are 

on the shelves. There are many categories to check, such as Holidays, the Lutheran Church, Jesus and His 

family, Bible Times, Inspiration, Devotional, Grieving, etc.  

Books borrowed from the church library must be checked out. See the check -out in structions on top of the 

card catalog.  

The library can be accessed through Jensen Hall as well as the outside doors.  

FESCO ADOPT -A-FAMILY CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  

The Season of Advent is almost here!  

Dear Friends of Faith,  

As we've done in past years during the S eason of Advent, we will join a dozen other area churches in 

collecting Christmas presents for some of the families in the FESCO Shelter in Hayward. These are hard 

working parents that do not have the means to provide warm clothing or a present for their c hildren.  

Look for the tree in the Narthex with the special "ornaments". Just choose an ornament, or a few 

ornaments, and go shopping.  We have "adopted" 6 families this year ð for a total of 24 people.  

A reminder:  PLEASE DO NOT WRAP THE GIFT. Just put the "ornament" on the outside (so we can sort 

them out).  

The gifts need to be brought to the Church by this Wednesday, December 9th.  

This is a wonderful way that the FESCO Churches  can share God's love in the Spirit of the Season!  

"Thank You"  to all who are so generous in providing for local families.  

Thanks!  

Kerri Duggins Rames  
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ASSISTANCE FOR PSYCH OLOGICAL COUNSELING FOR MEMBERS OF THE 

CONGREGATION OF FAIT H LUTHERAN CHURCH  

The Faith Lutheran Church Health Ministry, under the auspices of the Board of Human Co ncerns, has 

funds available to support members of the congregation in attaining counseling for psychological issues.  

These might include, but are not limited to, grief work, post traumatic stress, depression, anxiety, and life 

transitions.  

The patient wil l be free to choose their own counselor as long as that counselor is a certified therapist 

including MD, PhD, LFMT, LFMC, CAC (Certified Addiction Counselor), and LCSW qualifications.  Life 

Coaches are not included.  

The first 3 appointments will be covered  @ 100% (noting that an initial evaluation may be a longer 

appointment)  

The next 7 appointments (if continued) will be covered at 60% of the therapistõs rate.  A total of 10 

appointments will be covered.  

This will be available one time in a calendar year t o any member of the congregation.  

HOW THIS WILL WORK  

The patient will have the choice to have their counselor bill the FLC Health Ministry directly or the patient 

may pay for their visit and submit the receipt (superbill) for reimbursement.  This should be  directed to the 

Health Ministry via the Church Office. This receipt must have the license number of the therapist on an 

official letterhead.  

Dr. Karen Van Zino  will review the submission and a check will be issued to the congregation member or 

the provi der as appropriate.  Dr. Van Zino will hold this information in strict confidence  as will the  

bookkeeper who will write and mail the check.  

The patient will initiate the request for this subsidy by contacting Dr. Van Zino, Chair of the 

Health Ministry, di rectly.   In the event of her absence, arrangements will be made with the pastor 

for another contact person.  

Dr. Van Zino will keep a record of total visits utilized and monies paid.  

Dr. Van Zino has spoken with several experienced therapists in the area w ho are eager to accept new 

patients.  Some of these counselors give set discounts to church referrals.  If the member would like a referral 

he or she may contact Dr. Van Zino directly or ask in the Church Office for a list of possible referrals.  

A substant ial amount of the monies in this fund were a bequest from a congregation member who died as 

a result of psychiatric disease.  This program honors her desire for others to receive help.   

As a representative of the Health and Wellness Ministry here at Faith  Lutheran Church I welcome any 

member of our congregation to call me to initiate this process or obtain information.  

In health; body, mind, and spirit,  

Karen Van Zino, M.D.  

Health and Wellness  Ministry  

510 -581 -5772 , karenvz@mac.com  
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TREASURER'S REPORT F RO M MAY 2009  

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 20 09  

General Funds as of 4/30/09  

  

$1,025  

  Restricted Funds as of 4/30/09  

  

$196,740  

  

     

 -----------  

 

 

Total of Cash on Hand 4/30/09  

    

$197,765  

       

 

Income:  

     

 

General Funds (Undesignated offerings)  

 

$158,44 2 

 

 

Restricted Funds  

  

$46,928  

 

 

Designated to Boards  

  

$16,286  *  

 

   

  -----------  

  Total of Cash received 5/1/09 through 

10/31/09  

  

$221,656  

        Disbursements:  

      General Funds  (Net expenditures)  

 

($158,523)  

  Designated to Boards  

  

($16,286)  * 

 Restricted Funds  

  

($79,943)  

   

    

 -----------  

  Total of Disbursements 5/1/09 through 

10/31/09  
  

($254,752)  

       
 -----------------  

Total of Cash on Hand as of 10/31/09  
   

$164,669  

        Less Restricted funds as of 10/31/09  
   

($1 63,725)  

        

       
 -----------------  

Cash Available for Current Obligations as of 10/31/09  
 

$944  

       
 ========  

 

    

     
       

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND NET EXPENDITURES  FOR MAY 

THROUGH OCTOBER  2009  

     Undesignated Offerings (General 

Fun d) 

 

$158,442  

Net Expenditures (General Fund)  

 

($158,523)  

    

 -----------------  

Income over (under) net 

expenditures  
 

($81)  

         ========  

 

All expenses for May through October  have been paid . Payments for benevolences to the Synod 

from May to Oct ober were $13,260 . 

Virginia Mainer, Treasurer  
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PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:  

PHYSICAL HEALTH   

Paul Mickle, Rebecca Fain, Lauri Lands, Eli Spengler, Philip Fultano, Lynn Hanson, Len Burnand, Steve 

Jones,  Ralph Steinhaus, Dick Crabe,  Roz Glancy,  Marvin & Ma ry Combes, Wanda Buerstatte, Virginia Lyster, 

Clarice Grimstvedt, Donna Lippis, Ruby Pappas, Shirley Sell, Irene Koupus, Carol Kyprecos, Myrtice 

McKinnis,  Trudy Lyerly and John Baird.  

 Also,  

Ray Abernethy  has been hospitalized near his home and is respondi ng. He will not be able to return home 

with the boys and they are exploring facilities near them where he can get the 24 -hour care he needs. Please 

continue to keep Ray, and also Jonathan and David, in your prayers. If you would like to send a card  to 

Ray , you may send it to the Church Office and we will forward them on to Ray.  

 Lori Nelson, is out of the hospital and in rehabilitation in Walnut Creek, following surgery for a broken 

hip. It would be best to send cards to her home. Her son says that visits w ould be good for her. For more 

information, please contact the Church Office.  

Susan Crabe,  who is recovering from surgery . 

UNDERGOING TRANSITIO N   

Michael Merriam  

And,  

 John Moreau , who underwent outpatient surgery this past week.  

 Joan Bonetti , a friend o f Carleen Cary, who underwent surgery this past week.  

 Michelle Corbett , who is hospitalized with a recurrence of cancer. She is a good friend of Dave & Dotti 

Newacheck.  

 Jim Van Zino , brother of Karen, who has just been diagnosed with thyroid cancer. He h as undergone two 

recent surgeries.  

 Connie Telles  who is recovering from breast cancer surgery.  

 Bob Bardenhagen , father -in -law of Wayne & Susan Nelsonõs daughter, Julie, who has a serious heart 

condition.  

 Don & Evelyn Zoeller , parents of Diane Tiller.  

 Karla Malmin , friend of Anne Jensen and the Woidtke Family.  

 June Murphy , mother of Laura Suchanek.  

 Pastor Dan & Kirsten Severson , as he continues healing.  

 Steffany Hamilton , as she continues healing from a broken back.  



Faith At Work  

December 1, 2009  

 

  Page 15   
  

WE PRAY FOR THOSE SE RVING IN THE MI LITARY, AND THEIR FA MILIES:  

 Nathan Adams , Josh Ashford, Steve Burnand , Rev. Chris Conklin, Rick Cornthwaite, Michael DiBona, 

Brent & Leah, Hannaford, Nathanael Higgins , Zach Porter , Kevin Stein , Jason Talbot , Kevin Tipper , 

SeanTipper , BJ Vallett     

 THANK S AND PRAISE  

For the birth of twin daughters to Lyndsay Brown, a friend of Stephanie Luedtkeõs. We have been praying 

for Lyndsay for some time, and the girls, Evelyn and Elizabeth, and Mom, are all doing fine.  

We Rejoice in the Baptism on November 1st of  Oliver Michael Cornthwaite . Oliver was born on June 9, 

2009, to Jessica (Wildensten) Cornthwaite & Rick Cornthwaite.  Serving as Baptismal Sponsors were Joe 

Arosteguy and Julie Arosteguy.   Jessica is the daughter of our Roger & Mary Wildensten, making Oliver  their 

grandson. Jessica was also baptized and confirmed  here at Faith Lutheran Church.  The family, which 

includes a big brother, Christopher, lives in Connecticut, where Rick with stationed  with the  U.S. Navy.  

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA S  

The Altar Guild is ple ased to handle the purchase and delivery of poinsettias, which 

will be used to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas.  

Poinsettias may be purchased for $7.00 per plant.  Please make checks payable to 

Faith Lutheran Church.  

Recognition will be given in the Ch ristmas Bulletin for plants given in honor or 

memory of loved ones.  Please place the completed form along with your check in the 

designated box in either the narthex or church office no later than Sunday, December 

20 th  so that we will have the necessary i nformation for the Bulletin.  

Your poinsettia may be picked up anytime after the Christmas Day service, but no later than Sunday, 

January 3 rd .  

Thank you!  

Linda Wollenweber  

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT  ð THANK YOU  

Contributed by: _________________________________________ 

In honor of: ____________________________________________ 

In memory of: __________________________________________ 

Please check box below:  

1 plant          $7.00  2 plants        $14.00        3 plants        $21.00  
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BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES  & ETC.

DECEMBER   BIRTHDAYS   

1.  Matthew Lozano  

      Susan Nelson  
 2.   Myrtice McKinnis  

 3.   Erich Coulter  

       Teri Donat  

       Malina Keaton  

4.  Rosalie Glancy  

      Mackensie Longford          
6.    Diane Tiller  

       Kimberly Zimmer           

 8.   Eric Cisn eros        

       David Newacheck       

11.  Lexy Dykes   
12.  Kim Titus  

13.  Ruby Jones                   

       Margot Zaretzka  
17.  Matthew Rames  

       Irene Ratti  

18.  Don Haedicke  

       Carol McCarthy  

       James Rose  

19.  Gloria Overland  
       Har ley Penrose  

       Zachary Suchanek  

20.  Mary Combes  

       William Nordendahl  

21.  Susan Medhurst  
       Wayne Nelson  

22.  Laverne Blaha  

25.  Katherine Bostrom  
26.  Tyler Waespi  

27.  Elizabeth Petushkov  

        Lois Tiller  

28.  Laura Suchanek  

29.  Andre w Hutchings  

       John Hutchings  
       Lynn Moreau  

30.  Frank Lenner  

31. Phyllis Lozano  

      Angelina Vernetti  

DECEMBER  WEDDING  A NNIVERSARIES                      

Wilson & Sandra Nevala -Lee  12 -10-78    

Robert & Marie Pimentel   12 -14-86  

Frank & Dee Le nner   12 -31-66  

 ATTENDANCE FIGURES  

 9AM  10:30AM  Total  

October 25   83  93  176  

November 1  101  84  185  

November 8  63  65  128  

November 15  64  65  129  

ALTAR GU ILD FOR DECEMBER  

Margaret Jensen - Captain 538 -5645  

Elaine Johnson          538 -1032  

PASTORAL ACTS  

Baptism:  

November 1        Oliver Michael Cornthwaite  
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LETõS GET INVOLVED! 

 With the start of a new year, why not make a decision to join one of 

the many ministry teams at Faith Lutheran Church? Below are just a 

few ways that you can assist in worship.  

As a Reade r  

YES!    I will serve as a Reader   

9AM Service____ 10:30 Service____  

Name:______________________________________________________          

Phone No. _____________________ 

E-mail address:______________________________________________ 

As a Communion Assistan t  

YES!    I will s erve as a Communion Assistant   

9AM Service____ 10:30 Service____  

Name:______________________________________________________          

Phone No. _____________________ 

E-mail address:______________________________________________ 

As an Ushe r  

YES!    I will serve as an Usher    

9AM Service____ 10:30 Service____  

Name:______________________________________________________          

Phone No. _____________________ 

E-mail address:______________________________________________ 

As an Assisting Minist er  

YES!    I will  serve as an Assisting Minister   

9AM Service____ 10:30 Service____  

Name:______________________________________________________          

Phone No. _____________________ 

E-mail address:______________________________________________ 

AND, we al so need two Coordinators!  

A Coordinator  is needed to schedule the readers, communion 

assistants and assisting ministers.  A Coordinator  (or a husband/wife 

team) is needed to schedule the ushers . 

These are not big jobs. And, once the schedules are done (usua lly 

for 6 months at a time) there is not much work involved.  Itõs a chance 

to get involved and learn more about how the church works.  Why not 

think and pray about it! If you have questions about any of these 

positions, please contact Margot in the Church  Office.  

SUBMISSION 

GUIDELINES  

If you have an 

article, notice, or other 

item you wish to 

submit to Faith at 

Work , you may either 

leave it in the box 

labeled "Faith at Work" 

near the copy and 

music rooms, or e -mail 

it directly (preferred) to 

benmonroe@sbcglobal.

net .  

If you leave a print 

copy in the mail slot, 

please leave your name 

and preferred contact 

method, in case a 

question arises while 

transcribing the item.  

All items must be 

submitted by the third 

Wednesday of each 

month for inclusion in 

the following month's 

issue. Items which  

come in after that date 

cannot be guaranteed 

to be include d.  

Submitted articles 

will only be run once, 

unless you tell Ben 

that you'd like the 

same ar ticle posted in 

subsequent issues.  

Note that Ben will 

respond to any articles 

submitted via e -mail 

within 48 hours, letting 

you know he's received 

it. If you do not get a 

response, please 

resend, or call to check 

if it was received  at 

(510) 895 -8325 . 
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Faith Lutheran Youth and 

Lighthouse Christian Store 

are offering a special fundraiser on  

Saturday, December 12th, 2009. 
 

Bring this flyer in, and 20% of the cost of your 

purchases will be donated to Faith Youth! 
 

Come support the Faith Youtherans and a find some 

Christian-themed gifts for those on your Christmas list! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Valid on non-sale items only. Not valid with any other offers. Cannot be combined with any other 

coupons or discounts. Certain other restrictions may apply.  Valid on 12/12/09 only.   

 

 

 

 

Lighthouse Christian 

Store 

7188 Amador Plaza 

Rd. 

Dublin, CA 94568 
925-829-3698 

www.dublinlighthouse.c

om 
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<<Insert Rigatoniõs flyer here>> 
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PHOTO GALLERIES  

 

 

  

GRACE YOUTH 

ORCHESTRA CONCERT  

COFFEE HOUSE WORSHIP  

ON NOVEMBER 22 N D  
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FAITH LUTHERAN 
VOLUNTEERS PACKING 
THANKSGIVING MEALS 

FOR LOCAL FOOD 
SHELTERS  


